The Canning Tradition
postpone. Meanwhile the representatives of England and France, Henry Bulwer, afterwards Lord Balling, and M. Bresson, had been squabbling daily and making bad blood all round at Madrid. In fact, so rusd an observer from behind the scenes as the already-mentioned Lord Rokeby attributed the entire dispute far less to any jealousy of Palmerston and Guizot than to the quarrel between Bulwer and Bresson. Bulwer's protest against Louis Philippe's nominee, the Duke of Cadiz, a perfect monster with a square face and a turned-up nose, being forced upon a young sovereign all but brought the French and English diplomatists to blows. On loth October 1846, Queen Isabella, however, took this man for her husband. On the same day her younger sister, Fernanda, became the wife of the Due de Montpensier. Guizot's promise to delay the Montpensier marriage had thus been broken. He defended his breach of faith in a letter to his friend Henry Reeve, the well-known Edinburgh Review editor.* Guizot's distrust of Palmerston amounted to monomania, and the mere mention of Leopold's name had caused him to scent a fresh Palmerstonian plot. In her, till recently unpublished, papers on the subject, Queen Victoria ascribes the whole difficulty to Aberdeen not having been at the Foreign Office instead of Palmerston, and to Louis Philippe's and Guizot's dishonesty.
More forcibly than had been done by the Franco-Turkish-Egyptian imbroglio or by any other international complication, the affair of the Spanish marriages illustrates the effect of a purely and essentially diplomatic episode on the entire relations of two countries
* Reeve Memoirs^ L 181-2. 291